
 
 

Special Projects Attorney 

ArchCity Defenders (ACD) is a holistic legal advocacy organization that combats the criminalization of poverty 
and state violence, especially in communities of color. ACD’s foundation of civil and criminal legal 
representation, social services, impact litigation, policy and media advocacy, and community collaboration 
achieves and inspires justice and equitable outcomes for people throughout the St. Louis region and beyond.  

ArchCity Defenders envisions a society liberated from systems of oppression where the promise of justice and 
racial equity is realized; communities where our approach to public safety prioritizes investment in well-being, 
health, and transformation without relying on criminalization and incarceration; and people living freely in their 
communities, thriving regardless of their race or income.  

ACD and its partners in the organizing and advocacy community are at the center of efforts in the St. Louis 
region to:   
● Re-envision public safety, promote community well-being through policy change, and hold public actors and 

institutions accountable for misconduct through litigation and zealous holistic representation.   
● Challenge a system of policing, courts, and jails designed to meet municipal financial needs rather than the 

needs of those they purport to serve. Such practices attracted national spotlight during the 2014 Ferguson 
Uprising and remain widespread throughout our region.   

● Engage in litigation and collaborative advocacy designed to bring abusive practices to an end and empower 
those communities that have been targeted by such practices.  

 
In the fall of 2014, after the Ferguson uprising, which brought the attention of the world to the inequality and 
racial injustice happening in our region’s legal system, we endeavored to attack that system through class-wide 
federal civil rights litigation, ending the mass incarceration of those locked up simply because of their poverty.  
 
That work has changed St. Louis area municipal court practices and dramatically and reduced revenue generated 
by a policing-for-profit model. We now seek to expand that work into rural areas in Missouri. The sad reality in 
Missouri’s rural counties is that if you’re poor and find yourself in contact with the legal system, you will likely be 
incarcerated because of your poverty. If you do time in jail because you can’t afford bail, even on minor 
offenses, you then get a bill for your jail time.  
 
In most Missouri counties, more than 48% of the people in jail are there on nonviolent offenses. If and when you 
get released, you find yourself in outstanding debt. The problem is not just that the rural counties are charging 
people for being in jail, it is that they are treating that jail debt as a “fine” and using the county’s arrest power 
when people cannot afford to pay the debt. Investigating private probation abuses and illegal cash bail practices 
will also be targeted.  
 
We seek a skilled attorney to take a position as part of the team working on systemic litigation representing 
poor people in Missouri. This attorney will report to the Special Projects Director and will play an important role 
in furthering the geographic scope of ArchCity Defenders’ work. The successful candidate must have a 



demonstrated commitment to civil rights, holistic representation, and systemic change and a willingness to 
travel in the state. We are looking for a self-starter with a passion for racial justice.  
 
Skills and Qualifications   
● J.D. with admission to the Missouri Bar or ability to obtain admission through waiver or reciprocity;   
● Demonstrated ability to manage high volume workload effectively;   
● Excellent research and persuasive writing skills, including experience drafting persuasive pleadings, motions 

and memorandum of law;   
● Experience with the discovery process, including drafting requests for production of documents and 

interrogatories, conducting depositions, and related motion practice;   
● Demonstrated commitment to public interest law, civil rights, and the mission of ArchCity Defenders; 
● Ability to identify and develop relationships of trust with impacted individuals, including by addressing other 

collateral legal needs; 
● Federal court and trial experience preferred.  

 
This is a full-time permanent position with benefits and a salary commensurate with experience and room to 
grow. Health coverage, 401(k), paid vacation, paid CLEs, and Bar dues. ArchCity Defenders is an equal 
opportunity employer and strongly encourages applications from people of color, persons with disabilities, 
women, and LGBTQ applicants. Please send a cover letter, resume and writing sample to: 
 
Subject: Attorney, Special Projects  
wendy@wendywerner.com  
Wendy L. Werner  
Werner Associates, LLC 
Vice-Chair, ArchCity Defenders Board of Director 


