
Have you been arrested in the 
St. Louis Region and told you 
were “Wanted” for questioning?

If so, your arrest may have been 
unlawful, and we want to hear 
from you:

WHAT ARE WANTEDS?
Wanteds are a system St. Louis police created to arrest and 
detain people without an arrest warrant or probable cause. 

The law requires police officers in most circumstances to apply 
for an arrest warrant to be approved and issued by a judge; 
Wanteds avoid the judicial system and are self-authorized by 
police alone. The only criterion for a Wanted is that an officer 
suspects you have committed a crime. If so, they can enter 
your name into a statewide database, indicating to all other law 
enforcement agencies that you should be arrested if located. 
Once found, officers can hold you in jail for up to 24 hours for 
questioning. 

There is no notice that a Wanted has been issued against you 
and no opportunity to challenge it.

2,000,000+ 
From 2005 to 2014, law 

enforcement agencies issued 
more than two million Wanteds in 
Missouri, according to the State 

Highway Patrol database.

15,000+ 
From 2011 to 2016, more than 
15,000 Wanteds were issued 
by the St. Louis County Police 

Department alone.

  314-881-8318
  bit.ly/stlwanteds



THE IMPACT
In the vast majority of cases, Wanteds 
upheave the lives of low-income Black 
and Brown residents. People are afraid 
to leave their homes, drive their cars, 
go to work, visit friends and family, 
or otherwise conduct their daily lives 
because they could be arrested and 
detained by police at any time. 

The reality of police snatching you 
from your daily life without warning can 
cause serious trauma and jeopardize 
your income, status of employment, 
health, relationships, and family.

UNLAWFUL AND 
UNCONSTITIONAL
In 2015, an investigation of the 
Ferguson Police Department by the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 
found that throughout St. Louis 
County, “there is evidence that the use 
of Wanteds has resulted in numerous 
unconstitutional arrests.” The report 
revealed that St. Louis police often 
“use Wanteds not merely in spite 
of a lack of probable cause, but 
because they lack probable cause.” In 
conclusion, the DOJ found Wanteds 
to pose a serious risk of abuse and 
violation of the 4th amendment, which 
prohibits “unreasonable searches and 
seizures.”

Since 2016, ArchCity Defenders and 
the Center for Constitutional Rights 
have fought alongside our clients to 
end the practice in lawsuit Furlow v. 
Belmar. In November 2022, the federal 
Court of Appeals ruled that Wanteds 
are “fraught with risk of violating the 
Constitution,” but the practice has not 
stopped and continues to devastate 
lives today. Litigation is ongoing.

WHAT CAN 
YOU DO? 
Share this 
information. And if 
this has happened to 
you or someone you 
know, please contact 
ArchCity Defenders 
using the information 
below.

 Contact 
 ArchCity
 Defenders:

 314-881-8318

 bit.ly/stlwanteds

ABOUT US
ArchCity Defenders 
(ACD) is a holistic legal 
advocacy organization 
that combats the criminalization of 
poverty and state violence, especially 
in communities of color. ACD’s 
foundation of civil and criminal legal 
representation, social services, impact 
litigation, policy and media advocacy, 
and community collaboration achieves 
and inspires justice and equitable 
outcomes for people throughout the 
St. Louis region and beyond.


